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Another great resource for us to utilize is the A.C.S.  I have taken advantage of resources from this group in two ways.  First, I have a Chemistry Club that is sponsored by the A.C.S.  They send us great materials and ideas several times a year, and they provide t-shirts for the members at the end of the school year.  (They will do much more; I just haven’t taken advantage of all they offer!)  Secondly, I have joined the Division of Chemical Education. This group presents a conference, called the Biennial Conference on Chemical Education, B.C.C.E.  Last year, this conference was held at Purdue University and I know some of you attended this conference.  Not only does this conference have a specific program for high school teachers, but it provides great opportunities to make connections with faculty from universities from all over the world.  It is very exciting and uplifting to talk to others and find so many commonalities.


Next summer we are very lucky to have the B.C.C.E.  again in Indiana, this time at Indiana University.  Again this gives us the opportunity to hear what other professionals in our area are doing in their classrooms.  However, this also is a great opportunity to show others what we are doing in our classrooms.  I encourage you to take a look at what you are doing in your classroom and think about what you could share with others.  Often we think we don’t have anything to offer, but don’t underestimate yourself.  We are each others best resources and this is a great venue to share what we do.  The website for this event is http://bcce2008.indiana.edu  Check it out and plan to participate.  

HASTI is another invaluable opportunity to meet with other chemistry teachers, share and learn.  Please plan on attending in February.  In fact, you could share the same idea, lesson… at HASTI and BCCE!


Lastly, at least for the purpose of this too long article, is IACT.  Our primary purpose is to foster cooperation among all chemistry teachers in Indiana.  In our summer planning meeting, we discussed ways that IACT can facilitate this cooperation and networking between chemistry teachers.  We decided we really wanted to focus on supporting and retaining new chemistry teachers.  We developed an exciting plan we hope to call the IACT New Teacher Network.  Currently, Bill is working on funding for the program.  Please be watching your e-mail for more information on this exciting new venture.  We will need both new and experienced teachers.


Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the Fall Meeting at Purdue on October 6th. We have some exciting things planned.  I encourage your to make a new connection and invite the new chemistry teacher at your school or at a neighboring school or even agree to be a presenter and share what you do with the group!  I look forward to seeing you all there!
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Greetings to everyone!

I hope all of you are getting back to the swing of things!  I certainly am.  I started my school year one week after I attended the ChemEd 2007 Conference.  If you ask me, that is the way to do it.  The University of North Texas and the ACT2 (Associated Chemistry Teachers of Texas put on a class act. 

I spent the week sharing and listening to ideas, trying new things, and building friendships with other chemistry teachers.  I left the conference pumped up for the new school year and ready to meet the challenge.  

Bette A. Bridges, Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School at the Reg Friesen Memorial Lecture during ChemEd 07, presented the following demonstrations.
	INSTANT SLUSH:    Let an unopened bottle of soda (seltzer) water cool in an ice/salt or ice/acetone bath until 

thermal equilibrium, is reached. Open the bottle. Watch.


THE CAN RIPPER.  Score the inside of a soft drink can with a triangular file in order to tear the plastic lining. Add a solution of CuCl2 (or acidified CuSO4) until just above the score. Wait 15 minutes, then pour out the solution, which can be reused, and rinse the can with water. The can is now held by just the paint and will easily tear apart. I usually give my “strongest “student an untreated can and my “weakest” student the treated one just for some fun.

Also-

If you are unfamiliar with Chem13 News Check it out! http://www.chem13news.uwaterloo.ca/
Chem 13 News is an informal magazine published by the Department of Chemistry at the University of Waterloo for teachers of introductory chemistry courses, especially at the high school and Year 1 college levels. Approximately 3000 teachers subscribe from 45 countries. Many of our authors are high school teachers. We publish a mix of

· teaching ideas 

· experiments and demonstrations 

· background articles 

· contests and puzzles 

· humour, cartoons 

· book reviews 

I can’t say enough about the ChemEd Conferences.  Be sure to watch out for information on ChemEd 2009!

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the fall meeting!




Send checks and the information below to the IACT Treasurer or bring it to HASTI:
Heather Heinig
 530 Countryside Circle

 Rensselaer, IN 47978
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IACT Board to Award Grants for Participation
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Chemical Waste Removal











At the summer planning meeting, the IACT board decided that we will give away $500 to one teacher at the HASTI Meeting.  Each time you attend an IACT meeting you receive a ticket.  Each time you present at an IACT meeting you receive two tickets.  If you write an article for the Science Teacher you receive a ticket.  If you present at HASTI on a Chemistry related topic you will receive a ticket.  The IACT board wants more participation at the fall IACT meeting and at HASTI.  Every time you participate you increase your chances of getting $500.  At the end of the HASTI IACT meeting we will draw out one ticket and that person will receive $500 towards reimbursement for science conferences and school supplies. 


	 











The IACT officers have planned a great fall meeting. This year’s program will be on Saturday, October 6th.  Put it on your calendar now! IACT has some new programs and incentives for the current school year, so to find out the latest be sure to come to the meeting.


Program Schedule


The fall IACT meeting will be at Purdue University in Brown 1124 and will look like this.


8:30-9:00           Registration -- coffee and donuts


9:00-11:00         Visit Chemistry research labs and interact with Professors and Graduate students.


11:00-12:00       1st lab session presented by an IACT member


12:00-1:00         Lunch and meeting (food will be provided by IACT and it will be Pizza and salads)


1:00-2:00           2nd lab session presented by an IACT member


2:00-3:00           3rd lab session presented by an IACT member





Each Lab session will be in one of the Purdue University chemistry labs and involve a teacher teaching a lesson at either an ICP level, Chem 1 level, or Chem 2/AP level.  After the participants do the lab the group will talk about how they would modify this lab for the other two levels and what assessment they use for this lab.  Email Bill Bayley if you are going to attend at wbayley@purdue.edu
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Indiana Alliance of Chemistry Teachers


2007 Fall Meeting At Purdue University on October 6th
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	As the new President for IACT, I find one of my first tasks is to write an article for the newsletter.  I have been teaching high school chemistry at Westfield High School for 20 years and have seen our school change from a small school with only 2 science teachers to a large school currently with a department of 11.  One of the things I have learned over the years is how isolating teaching can be and how important it is to make connections with others.  Making these connections is the focus of my “words of wisdom”.


	There are many opportunities for making connections in the teaching profession.  Certainly the most obvious connection is with our students.  We all know that without that connection, our chances of really impacting our students is slim.  All of us must utilize connections with the other teachers in our building and corporation.  These peers can help us with best practices, discipline issues…  However, for many chemistry teachers, we are very alone when it comes to our subject matter.  It is so important for us to make connections that support and enrich us in our specific subject area.  The rest of this article highlights a few connections that are available.  I know this is not a complete list.  We are trying to put together a very complete, state-wide list of outreach programs and contacts, so let us know if you have more information.


One great connection we can make is through the Purdue Outreach Program.  As most of you know, Bill Bayley is the coordinator for this program which not only supports IACT, but provides training and equipment for chemistry teachers throughout the state.  This training and equipment lending program is very flexible and can be tailored to meet your specific needs.  (� HYPERLINK "mailto:wbayley@purdue.edu" ��wbayley@purdue.edu�). This program generously supports IACT by sending the newsletter and sponsoring our Fall Meeting.  


	Rose-Hulman has an awesome homework hot-line for our students to use called Ask Rose. Additionally, they have a program called C.O.W. (Chemistry on Wheels).  The website for more information about this program is � HYPERLINK "http://www.rose-hulman.edu/AXSigma/index.php" �http://www.rose-hulman.edu/AXSigma/index.php�


	Indiana University also has an Outreach Program which is headed by James Clark, � HYPERLINK "mailto:clark95@indiana.edu" ��clark95@indiana.edu�.  Kate Reck is also willing to be a contact for teachers in the area as well� HYPERLINK "mailto:-creck@indiana.edu" ��-creck@indiana.edu�.  This program is very flexible and they will work to meet the needs of the individual teacher, but the following list includes areas where they are willing to provide assistance: National Chemistry Week Open House Tours, demo/magic shows at IU or at the school, assistance creating demos for classes, guest speakers, chemical supply (dry ice + Liq. N2 especially), equipment for labs.  


An offshoot of this outreach program is C.A.L.M. which stands for computer assisted learning program.  This Internet based program allows the teacher to customize a homework program for their classes.  Questions are selected from a database of over 3500 questions, or the teacher can write their own questions.  Each student will get their own unique question which virtually eliminates cheating on homework.  This program is provided free of charge to any teacher.  Workshops instructing teachers on the use of this program are given in the summer and throughout the school year.  Check the website for more information (� HYPERLINK "http://www.calm.indiana.edu" ��www.calm.indiana.edu�) Indiana University also provides the A.C.P. program which provides dual credit courses for high school students.


	    




















Please pay your dues if you have not paid.  There is a sheet to fill out on the next page.  Help our organization keep moving forward.  Thank you.


























A Note from the President:				Cheryl McLean





















































IACT Treasurer’s Report


Heather Heinig, Treasurer (hheinig@rcsc.k12.in.us)






























































































































































IACT Treasurer’s Report						





ACT Treasurer’s Report		1/31/07-6/29/07


Heather Heinig	Treasurer





INCOME		


Date�
Description�
Amount�
�
Feb�
Dues�
$155.00�
�
March�
Dues�
$10.00�
�



Total Income:								$$165.00








EXPENSES


Date�
Payee�
Category�
Amount�
�
2/14/07�
Paulette Berger�
Reimbursement�
183.20�
�
�
�
�
�
�



Total Expenses:								$183.20


					


Current Account Balance:	6/29/07					$2279.20


                         �














Bill Bayley


Chemistry Outreach Coordinator


Department of Chemistry 


Purdue University 


560 Oval Drive 


West Lafayette, IN 47907-2084






















































































If you have unwanted chemicals in your store room you do have a way to dispose of the chemicals.  It might take a little research but here is a website you might want to start with.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.in.gov/idem/programs/land/hazwaste/index.html" ��http://www.in.gov/idem/programs/land/hazwaste/index.html�


There is a map at the end of this newsletter that gives you an idea as to who could help you in your area. 


According to federal and Indiana statutes the term "hazardous waste" means a solid waste, or combination of solid waste that, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical or infectious characteristics may:


cause or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible, or incapacitating reversible, illness; or 


pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, or disposed of, or otherwise managed. 















































Thank you IACT!  I was the winner of the $1000 door prize at HASTI last February.  I joined IACT at the conference and attended my first meeting at the conference.  When I attended the conference, I had just graduated from the University of Southern Indiana and I was teaching my first semester at New Harmony.  The door prize money helped me purchase a few of the chemicals I needed to perform lab experiments with my students.  Without the money, I would have had to purchase the chemicals myself. I am currently spending the rest of the money on materials I will need in my new middle school classroom at Corpus Christi School in Evansville.  I am already excited about teaching my middle school students about chemistry!  They are already asking questions about the periodic table.  I cannot wait to get started!


Thanks, Kara Schotter


�








A Note from the Winner:	Kara Schotter	
































Come to the IACT meeting on Thursday, Feb. 7th during the HASTI convention! There will be door prizes, and a $500 dollar drawing for participation in the    I-ACT Fall meeting or presenting in the IACT Program at HASTI! 

























































































Join I-ACT for only $5.00 per year!!








PAGE  
6

_1155988069.doc
[image: image1.png]






